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bathroom which is kinda gross and embarrassing, but in
the spirit of transparency, I'm telling you this fnow.
! your secret’s safe with me -> QA‘ cw’o
[ And you know what, if T had to go out with a bang, .e ss
I'm glad I went out during one of the best fucking
performances of my life. WM
OK. maybe it wasn’t like. The best. I mean they were mas
all kinda the same. I wasn’t really close to anyone in
these bands, I just tagged along with whoever needed a
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L// So I'm Mal ;) I got stuck ¥N nere in 1995, From a

assist. But at least I was kinda doing wha llked. 4
place I liked.
with people you liked, rlght" $Né

Surrounded by my community. -ﬂ
® TLike, OK. My eyesight wasn’t really great in life so k‘k
I liked to take my glasses off before shows, so when I got ‘ &
up there it’'d kinda just be me and the music and the
noise of people around me. Like I didn’t know who *ﬂ
individually was there but with the lights in my face 7\
n and everything like a big blur I could imagine it was
i tons and tons of people even if it was just six people
g and the bartender. And some of my friends are definitely
: ore into this than me, but if I was spiritual in some
sense I'd like to think spiritually I'm reaching
;‘ beveryone who needs to hear my music through my

\8.



wavelengths and s ing them into the room with me.
When I'm playing I'f] playing for every kid out there
¢[ who doesn’t have a CD or cassette playeiFor the grrrl

who’s sitting grounded in her room bé her dad saw

%, . her kissing the neighbor’s daughter. For the boy secretly pg 5
thinking how rad he’d look in some eyeliner rocking out .
on a Saturday night. And they’re all here with me And = @ e
then the house lights come on and it’s the end of the ’

night and it’s emptier than I thought. But I try to
remember that they were here with me.

o oﬂ B WM
that sounds lovely ?bMe
+  Thanks

-
[ [}
v

.

;::h kindof sad. ey gm 10“@-

but lovely.
Yeah. L f

So that bathroom. I'd finished playing my set but we
ﬁ ere "hosting a meeting for other grrris looking to join
the scene after so i popped to the bathroom. I put a band
recruitment sticker on the back of the stall. I played
‘ different gigs with different peeps, but I wanted a band
of my own. I was gonna call it Big Red Box. ,
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But yea I slapped on the sticker and then
schlooooop! In I went.

woah. just that easy?
Yeah.
mine toek a long,time. lots of preparation. lots '
of listening to thigs. i don’t want to talk about
it. \
yet. maybe i’1Wtalk about it later. but not yet.
That’'s OK. We come back to it.
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but yeah basically if you choese to come in here
(sorry mal) you can choese what to take with you which
leads me to..
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2 photos! photos photos photos. recorded in the R
highest definition medium you can get. i got
=} impatient with mine and now my dorky high schoel %%3
*Wyearboek photo is the only one in here.”don’t be g

Aike me. take pictures of things so you can see
better. and so people can see you better!

3 descriptions of you from people who know you.
knew you. i didn’t really have any. but they
ould’ve been helpful.
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ﬁé i toek a lot of other people’s music but i
wish i brought more of the stuff i wrote before
the abime. even if it was embarrassing. those are
songs that just aren’t in here. i guess hindsight
is 20/20 but like now that the internet is here i
can get any of the songs i brought whenever i

wt. but not mine. ‘f‘} @QQ’&GB%QWW%
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@ 2 vour handwriting. even if it’s kind of bad.

even if it’s just your homework.~
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So you don’t think your stuff is here éomewhere} Or
not on the World Wide Web, I mean, but in the Abime. lee
if you looked really hard could you find your old tapes?

i think.. from what i’ve learned, if adjrandom § r 2
teenager in chicag?ould find something about me 'y ; f
it’s here, and if they can’t, it isn‘t? maybe that’s ?\\

my songs to one of the you tube videos, i could

L kg probably hear it. but just because they were on a

.

= all over the place til you find it.
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just my entry into it, but like.. if someone uploaded '
i
§
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tape in my dresser at some point doesn’t really mean..
Not that you should try™ Could be dangerous to hop

»

yeah. a couple years ago i tried to go loeking for
my favorite baseball team and ended up shaving off a
bit of my middle schoel physics class into the website
of a major newspaper. of course, it got deleted, and
then it’s gone for goed! it ‘s really not worth it.

Sveks........ ..

But now that we’'re IN HERE we make the most of 1t
In a Safe and Happy and Morally OK. way. Not tricking
other kids or flirting with peeps on the World Wide Web
or spreading our spiritual gunk over the place.

We made a band!

BIG! RED! BOX! .
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Theres some music making applications hosted on the ‘d \(

¢
i Web. Not like a real life kinda jam sesh, and the _&,\(\WY&OO
’ instruments dont sound quite right usually, but OB( ‘\
: impressive that they exist. And I have snippets of mny v ‘Ood
f voice and my playing from life.
me toe! i got lots of instruments toe. all those
»

definition. but enough ®@f them.

music files came in g . maybe not in high f

S0 we make do. AndBwe make MUSICM




